
Dance of the Spirits 

On a cold winter’s night, the northern lights move to the music of the universe.  It was a good night for 

the aurora borealis.  My wife and I looked into the northern sky; it was a clear sky with a view of the 

horizon at a temperature of -350C.  It was filled with many colour patterns constantly changing as 

though moving to the rhythm of music we could not hear. 

The Indians called it the Dance of the Spirit from the north wind as the lights become more active in a 

curtain across the night sky twisting waves of pink, red, yellow and violet.  The same patch of sky all 

night without duplicating a single shot that draws the eyes to the heavens, the Northern Lights are the 

most spectacular and they can easily be seen with the naked eye. 

Because the magnetic north pole is near Canada, it is one of the best places in the world to see the 

Northern Lights.  As famous as they are, it is a wonder more people do not make the journey to see the 

Northern Lights.  They are often strongest during the late winter and spring.  It is probably too cold for 

people to stand around in the middle of the night.  However, this cold makes for great photos. 

The snow covered foreground perfectly complements the cold light streaming down for the heavens.  

Whether you look at the Northern Lights as dancing spirits or not, seeing them should definitely rank 

near the top of your standing.   

I think of them as a sign from God telling us that the universe is more complex and more beautiful than 

we can possibly imagine.  At times it is most appropriate to simply gaze at it in wonder 

… Joe Paishk 

(First Nation) 
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